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FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2016 ANNUAL REPORT: 
 

PROGRAMMATIC AGREEMENT AMONG 
U.S. ARMY GARRISON FORT HUNTER LIGGETT, 

THE CALIFORNIA STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER, 
AND THE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

REGARDING OFF-ROAD VEHICLE MANEUVER MILITARY TRAINING AT 
FORT HUNTER LIGGETT, CALIFORNIA 

 
 

The U.S. Army Garrison (USAG) Fort Hunter Liggett submits the following annual report to the 
California State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and concurring parties in accordance with 
Stipulation IX of the Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Army Garrison Fort Hunter 
Liggett, the California State Historic Preservation Officer, and the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation regarding Off-Road Vehicle Maneuver Military Training at Fort Hunter Liggett, 
California, hereafter referred to as the PA. This report covers the period from start of the PA, 
June 2, 2016, through September 30, 2016, and includes information as outlined in Stipulation 
IX.A. It has been distributed electronically to the SHPO, tribal members, and interested parties 
and is available online at: http://www.liggett.army.mil/sites/dpw/environmental.asp 
 
 

1. Summary of progress made in implementing Stipulations II, III, IV, V, and XIII 
 
Stipulation II: Between June 2, 2016 and September 30, 2016, there were 55 
exempt training activities in the maneuver corridors. Five undertakings were non-
training exempt activities.  There was only one off-road heavy vehicle maneuver 
training for the reporting period and it is described in part 3 below. 
 
Stipulation III: Thirty-nine (39) sites were evaluated for eligibility for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places, with 11 being determined ineligible, and 28 
sites as eligible.  Determinations of Eligibility will be submitted to SHPO for 
concurrence when the evaluation reports are finalized. Sites evaluated are listed in 
Appendix A. No new inventory occurred in the reporting period but is planned for 
next year.  
 
Stipulation IV: A total of 235 sites were protected using Seibert stakes (or tall 
orange cones in parachute drop zones). An additional 187 sites are considered 
protected with nominal or administrative restrictions where off-road heavy vehicle 
maneuvers will not occur.  These are shown in Appendix B. 
 
Stipulation V: Monitoring of the sites in the maneuver corridors during the reporting 
period indicated that of 434 sites within the Area of Potential Effect, a total of 22 
sites were driven across.  Soil conditions were dry, and there did not appear to be 
significant damage or other ground disturbance, such as digging, observed.  
Information is provided in Appendix C. 
 
 
Stipulation XIII: An annual Cultural Awareness Training is planned for January 
2017 at the combined WAREX/CSTX Planning Conference for 2017 to reach all 
training planners for the 2017 summer exercises at FHL.  Additional educational 
awareness materials were provided to Soldiers for smaller exercises throughout 
the year, and Soldier Field Pocket Cards are provided to field personnel. 

http://www.liggett.army.mil/sites/dpw/environmental.asp
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2. Summary of Non-Training Exempted Undertakings in the APE 

 
Five non-training exempt undertakings occurred in the Maneuver Corridors during 
the reporting period (Table 1).  There were 55 Exempt Undertakings for training 
during the reporting period. 
 
There were no undertakings in the APE requiring further review and coordination 
under Section 106 of the NHPA in accordance with 36 CFR §§ 800.3 through 
800.7. 

 
Table1.  Exempt Undertakings: Non-Training 

 Activity Timeline Exemption 
1 16050 Tactical Concealment Resource Restoration: 

Oak Tree Plantings 
September 1-30, 2016 C.a. 

2 16027 Dirt Roads Dust Suppression  July 18-31, 2016 B.1.a. 
3 16001 Annual Hunt/Fish Program June 2- Sept 30, 2016 C.c. 
4 16009 Annual Roads/Firebreaks June 2- Sept 30, 2016 B.1.a. 
5 16008 Annual Burn Plan June 2-Sept 30, 2016 C.b. 

 
 

 
3. Summary of maneuver training exercises conducted during the annual report 

period, and any planned or scheduled for the next reporting period: 
 

One Off-Road Heavy Vehicle exercise occurred from August 11-15, 2016.  The 
activity took place in the maneuver area in Training Area 3 and consisted of a 
platoon level activity by the 315th Engineering Battalion. A tank breach obstacle 
exercise using both heavy wheeled and tracked vehicles off-road was conducted.  
Nearby sites have been marked, and the training unit was briefed regarding 
sensitive resource areas to avoid prior to the exercise. No impacts to nearby 
cultural resources occurred during this exercise. 

 
Off-Road Heavy Vehicle Maneuver Training for the next reporting period is 
scheduled to occur in June and July of 2017. 
 

 
4. Status of cultural awareness training, per Stipulation VI: 

 
An annual Cultural Awareness Training is scheduled to be provided at the 
WAREX/CSTX Planning Conference in January 2017.  Personnel involved in the 
Off-Road Heavy Vehicle Maneuver exercises for 2017 will be in attendance to 
include planners from participating Army units from other installations, Army 
Reserve tenants based at FHL, and FHL Range Control personnel who facilitate 
the exercises.  The WAREX/CSTX exercise for May/June 2016 did not include Off-
Road Heavy Vehicle Maneuvers.  Off-Road Heavy Vehicle Maneuvers are being 
planned June/July 2017. 
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Cultural Awareness Training for the small scale maneuver exercise in August 2016 
was provided to unit personnel prior to the action, along with maps of avoidance 
areas. 

 
A cultural awareness briefing with post-monitoring information was provided at the 
Training Support Working Group meeting in September 15, 2016. Attendees 
included Range Control personnel and representatives from different military units 
training at FHL. 

 
In addition, cultural awareness information is provided in the Soldiers Field Pocket 
Card, and on signage at Range Control. 

 
5. Inadvertent entry and/or effects identified through monitoring and/or 

inspection, to include actions taken to resolve any adverse effects: 
 
Post-exercise monitoring in the maneuver corridors showed that of the 434 sites 
within the Area of Potential Effect, a total of 22 sites were driven on during the 
reporting period.  All sites were marked with Seibert stakes and/or cones.  All 
cases appear to be done by lightweight vehicles/trucks and none were the result of 
heavy vehicles or tracked vehicle maneuvers.  None of the sites were determined 
to have incurred significant impacts.   
 
Four of the sites with vehicle tracks were due to wildfire emergencies. Two sites 
are on an existing firebreak that was re-opened in response to a wildfire. In both 
cases, the firebreak had been previously dozed and no new impacts were 
observed.  Two other sites that had vehicle tracks were near an area where a fire 
had occurred.  Dozing in response to the fire stayed outside of the marked sites. 
 
Review of the effectiveness of the protection program so far has shown that 
Seibert stakes and cones have been effective, but they are not a guarantee. 
Additional staking and/or signage is needed to make protected areas more obvious 
from all directions, in addition to increased educational awareness outreach.  Some 
of the impacts may have occurred during training events, but some may also be 
the result of public recreation activities.  Additional educational outreach is needed 
to insure all visiting personnel are notified.   
 
Additional stakes were placed on six transgressed sites where it was determined 
that the initial markings were not visible enough from all angles. Additional “No 
Vehicle” signs will be installed on sites as an added measure. 

 
 

6. Actions taken for the purpose of immediate rescue and salvage operations 
conducted to preserve life or property within a protected property per 
Stipulation IV (C): 
 
During the reporting period, two wildfires incidents occurred which led to fire 
suppression activity.  Existing firebreaks were re-opened with bulldozers.  Two 
sites in TA 3 have old firebreaks running through them dating back to the 1950’s 
that were re-opened.  Areas dozed were areas previously dozed decades ago, and 
did not impact intact deposits. Two other sites were near a small fire in training 
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area 12B.  A dozer line was placed outside the sites to stop the fire, however truck 
vehicle tracks were observed within two sites. 

 
 
7. Issues raised by an interested party in the reporting period: 

 
No issues have been raised by an interested party during the reporting period. 

 

8. Updated listings of protected cultural resources and site protection 
measures: 
 
Appendix B contains the updated list of protected cultural resources sites and site 
protection measures.  There are 434 sites identified in the APE.  All but 12 sites 
have protection measures in place.  Sites without protection measures are those 
sites determined to be ineligible for listing, or those not at risk from vehicles either 
because the site was never relocated in subsequent field visits or the historic 
property is of a nature that it would not likely be damaged by maneuver vehicles.   
 
 

9. New inventory reports and amended Maneuver Corridor maps: 
 

No new inventories have been conducted yet. The first four months have been 
dedicated to site protection, monitoring, and education.  New inventories are 
scheduled for the current year and will be provided in the next annual report. 
 
 

10. Acknowledgment of, and mitigation strategies for, cumulative effects not 
previously identified: 
 
Additional mitigation strategies involve increased educational awareness for the 
non-training audience to include: 
 

1) The Department of Morale, Welfare, and Recreation which runs the Hunt and Fish 
Program, to educate the public who have recreation permits to access the ranges. 

2) The Department of Emergency Services, to assist with coordinating with educating 
outside state and local agencies for fire and emergency response. And, 

3) The Department of Public Works for coordination with visiting staff and contractors 
brought on for short term projects, to insure newcomers receive briefings. 
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Appendix A 

Evaluation and Inventory of Cultural Resources 
 
Preliminary determinations of eligibility were made where possible, from visible 
surface data.  If not enough surface information was available to make an 
evaluation, recommendations are made to conduct testing to determine 
eligibilities for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.  The list of sites 
evaluated is provided in Table 2, and will be provided to SHPO for concurrence 
when the preliminary evaluations are finalized.  Results of the DOE consultations 
will be reported on next year. 
 
Table 2. Sites Evaluated 

 Site # Determination 
Recommendation 

1 CA-MNT-0519 Eligible 
2 CA-MNT-0521 Eligible 
3 CA-MNT-0539 Not Eligible 
4 CA-MNT-0541 Eligible 
5 CA-MNT-0257 Eligible 
6 CA-MNT-0260 Eligible 
7 CA-MNT-0346 Eligible 
8 CA-MNT-347 Eligible 
9 CA-MNT-551 Eligible 
10 CA-MNT-552 Eligible 
11 CA-MNT-0549 Not Eligible 
12 CA-MNT-1578 Not Eligible 
13 CA-MNT-1579 Not Eligible 
14 CA-MNT-1542H Eligible 
15 CA-MNT-0880 Not Eligible 
16 CA-MNT-0889 Not Eligible 
17 CA-MNT-1654 Eligible 
18 CA-MNT-0335 Eligible 
19 CA-MNT-0336 Eligible 
20 CA-MNT-0343 Eligible 
21 CA-MNT-0856 Eligible 
22 CA-MNT-2393 Not Eligible 
23 CA-MNT-2394 Eligible 
24 CA-MNT-0513 Eligible 
25 CA-MNT-0962H Eligible 
26 CA-MNT-0275/0354 Eligible 
27 CA-MNT-0567 Eligible 
28 CA-MNT-0570 Eligible 
29 CA-MNT-0572 Eligible 
30 CA-MNT-0574 Not Eligible 
31 CA-MNT-2235 Eligible 
32 CA-MNT-0908H Eligible 
33 CA-MNT-1639H Not Eligible 
34 CA-MNT-1747 Eligible 
35 CA-MNT-1748H Eligible 
36 CA-MNT-1753 Eligible 
37 CA-MNT-0792H Not Eligible 
38 CA-MNT-0858 Not Eligible 
39 CA-MNT-1790 Eligible 
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Appendix B 
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Appendix C 
 
 

Training 
Area 

Site # Protection Methods 
Implemented 

Monitoring Observation 

3 CA-MNT-1753 Stakes 
Firebreak was re-opened by a bulldozer during the Coleman 
Fire.  

3 CA-MNT-1754 None 
Firebreak was re-opened by a bulldozer during the Coleman 
Fire. Stakes have since been added. 

12B CA-MNT-0515 Stakes 

Two or more lightweight, non-tracked vehicles, drove through 
the site. Site is staked continuously with CA-MNT-0516 and CA-
MNT-0517.  

12B CA-MNT-0517 Stakes See CA-MNT-0515.   

12B CA-MNT-0518 Stakes 
One or more lightweight vehicle(s) entered the site and drove 
out the other side.  

12B CA-MNT-0530 Cones 

A fireline was created by a tracked vehicle outside of the sites, 
however lightweight vehicle tracks observed through the cones 
(into site).  It appears to be fire related.   

12B CA-MNT-1543/H Stakes 
The firebreak is located outside of the coned-off area while the 
lightweight tracks are within in the cones, likely fire related.  

15 CA-MNT-0346 Stakes 
0346, 0347, 0551 and 0552 are staked as one site.  There are 
several lightweight vehicle tracks running through the site.  

15 CA-MNT-0347 Stakes 
0346, 0347, 0551 and 0552 are staked as one site.  There are 
several lightweight vehicle tracks running through the site.  

15 CA-MNT-0348 Stakes 
Two or more lightweight vehicles appear to have driven past 
stakes and across the site.   

15 CA-MNT-0551 Stakes 
0346, 0347, 0551 and 0552 are staked as one site.  There are 
several lightweight vehicle tracks running through the site. 

15 CA-MNT-0552 Stakes 
0346, 0347, 0551 and 0552 are staked as one site.  There are 
several lightweight vehicle tracks running through the site. 

15 
CA-MNT-
0545/1648 Cones 

Approximately 3 or more lightweight vehicles drove through the 
cones and up a hill (into site) in two separate places.  In each 
case, the vehicles appeared to have backed out.  

15 CA-MNT-0921H Stakes 
One lightweight vehicle appears to have driven down a steep 
knoll, through stakes, and into a peripheral portion of the site.  

15 CA-MNT-1661 Cones 
One lightweight vehicle appears to have driven through the 
stakes and into the site. 

15 CA-MNT-1670 Stakes 
One lightweight vehicle appears to have driven through the 
stakes and into the site.  

15 CA-MNT-1671 Cones 
Numerous lightweight vehicles appear to have driven from the 
road below and through the site.   

20/24 CA-MNT-1656 Stakes 

Numerous lightweight vehicles appear to have driven across the 
site.  The tracks continue across the road from site and into the 
surrounding land.   

24 
CA-MNT-
0344/345 Cones 

Numerous lightweight vehicles appear to have driven across the 
site.  

24 CA-MNT-0566 Stakes 
One lightweight vehicle appears to have driven through the 
stakes and into the site.  

24 CA-MNT-0908H Stakes/Cones 

It appears that several vehicles drove through the site following 
the same tracks such that the tracks are now wide and 
pronounced.  It/they either turned around and followed the 
same tracks out or exited using an old, deep two-track.  See 
photos.  

12B CA-MNT-0516 Stakes See CA-MNT-0515.   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


