Fort Hunter Liggett Fishing Program

 Directorate of Support Services Environmental Division 

(831) 386-3310 -Recorded update


(831) 386-2677 –Weekend staff or voice mail


Ft. Hunter Liggett website: www.liggett.army.mil


email: HuntNFish@liggett-emh1.army.mil
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Fort Hunter Liggett (FHL) is an active military training facility encompassing 165,000 acres of grasslands, woodlands, and chaparral habitats in southern Monterey County.  FHL is about 25 miles southwest of King City along Jolon Road, and about 50 miles northwest of Paso Robles, west from Highway 101 to Jolon Road.  When military training activities allow, FHL has 10 man-made ponds and reservoirs for fishing daily, including many weekdays, weekends and federal holidays, except Christmas day.  A FHL permit, valid California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) fishing license, and stamps and photo identification are required to fish on Fort Hunter Liggett. 

CDFG license, species tags or stamps are not available on post.

Fishing Permit:  No fees are charged at this time and no permits are issued.  Registration is required each fishing trip to FHL.

Fished Species: Bass, bluegill, and catfish may be caught in FHL ponds and reservoirs.

Follow these steps to fish at FHL:

1. Purchase the appropriate CDFG license, tags, and stamps.

2. Review FHL (see FHL regulations section), and CDFG (http://www.dfg.ca.gov) regulations.

3. Call the Hunting and Fishing Information Line at (831) 386-3310 on Thursday evening for days of the week each pond and reservoir is open for fishing. 

4. Anglers must register each trip with Environmental Division for access to Fort Hunter Liggett at either the Check Station registration window on weekends or the Environmental Division Office on weekdays.  

Registration:

5. Fishing registration hours are normally on Fridays from 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm, Saturdays, Sundays, and federal holidays from 5:00 am to 1:00 pm, at the Check Station registration window, located opposite the campground near the main gate. Weekday fishing registration is available Monday thru Friday at the Environmental Division office (located opposite the Medical Center) from 8:00am to 4: 00.

6. Present the following documents for registration:

1) a completed fisherman registration form (available at the check station or the Environmental office),

2) a valid California fishing license, and applicable tags and stamps, and

3) photo ID

7. Check-in and check out is mandatory each time you fish.

8. Check into up to three (3) open ponds to receive a training area pass (one Creel Card per pond).  

9. Report your harvest from each pond on the specific creel card for each pond.

10. Checkout is mandatory at the end of your trip, prior to leaving FHL. Return both copies (yellow and pink) of the Creel Card to the check station in the main door drop slot.

Minor fisherman may register when accompanied by an adult with photo identification.

Visitors: Each fisherman is allowed one non-fishing visitor.

FHL Regulation 420-26, Game Law Enforcement, summary -- All visitors must comply with FHL and CDFG regulations, (see at http://www.dfg.ca.gov).

 

1. Fishing Regulations:  

1.1. Year round fishing is permitted in ponds and reservoirs and as military training allows.

1.2. The following  reservoirs are open for fishing on FHL: Coleman, Milpitas (TA 2), Del Venturi (TA 9), Generals (TA 19), Hughes, Woodrow, El Piojo (TA 24), Twin Valley, (TA 27), and Gravel Pit (Cantonment).

1.3. Fishing hours are from one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset except for Gravel Pit where fishing is open 24 hours per day 7 days per week.

1.4. The following fish may be taken at FHL: large-mouthed bass, channel catfish, bluegill, red-eared sunfish, thread-fin shad, trout, carp, and other game fishes.

1.5. Moving, stocking, or transplanting fish on FHL is prohibited.

1.6. Boat and canoe use is restricted to oars or electric motors only. 

1.7. Live-Bait: Crayfish and minnows are strictly prohibited.

1.8. All CDFG bag limits and methods regulations apply to fishing at FHL

2. General: 

2.1. CDFG, FHL and Army regulations are applicable and enforced on FHL.  Violations may result in:

a. Criminal prosecution in Federal Magistrate, U.S. District Court, California Municipal, or Superior Court,

b. Suspension or revocation of Fort Hunter Liggett hunting privileges,

c. Written warning or,

d. Uniform Code of Military disciplinary action.

2.2. It is unlawful on FHL to:

a. drive any vehicle off-road,

b. Drive on military shooting ranges,

c. pick up, disturb or carry off Government equipment, ordnance, munitions or parts of the same,

d. excavate, collect, damage, alter, deface, sell, purchase, transport, or receive any archeological artifacts,

e. take, harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, any threatened, endangered or non-game wildlife species (except coyote and bobcat,) or to remove or destroy any threatened, endangered or any other plants,

f. disturb Protection and Rehabilitation Sites, which are marked with flagging, cones, and/or signs,

g. cut, collect, or gather any wood,

h. litter

2.3. The following are unlawful in Fort Hunter Liggett training areas:

a. access without a valid FHL training area or visitor pass,

b. being intoxicated or consuming alcohol,

c. fires,

d. camping,

e. use of off road motorcycles or all terrain vehicles (ATV’s),

f. dogs (except voice trained dogs for bird hunting),

g. swimming,

h. target shooting, or

i. possession of air-guns, slingshots or spring loaded devices.

2.4. Vehicles must be parked within the training area noted on the hunter registration form, or within a designated parking area.

2.5. Keep your creel card in your possession at all times while on FHL.

2.6. The speed limit on FHL is 10 mph when passing troops and 25 mph in all other areas, unless posted otherwise.

2.7. All boats and canoes on Fort Hunter Liggett waters must comply with California Boating Regulations.

2.8.  Report uncontrolled fires, the location of unexploded munitions, and any observed violations of Federal, State or FHL Regulations to: Law Enforcement Activity (LEA), (831) 386-2513 or (831) 386-2526.

3. Safety:

3.1.  If soldiers are sighted in the fishing area, the fisherman must exit the area and notify FHL Range Control (831) 386-2403, Law Enforcement Activity (831) 386-2526, or Wildlife Check Station (831) 386-2677.

3.2. Check in to ensure that you do not enter training areas in which live fire exercises are being conducted.

3.3. Check out to ensure that someone will look for you if you are injured or stranded on range.

3.4. At least one U. S. Coast Guard approved life preserver must be readily accessible on board for each person. 
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!!!DANGER!!!  Do Not Go Around LIVE-FIRE BARRICADES!

OTHER NUMBERS:
For accommodations call FHL Billeting Office (831) 386-2511 or Hacienda (831) 386-2900 or (831) 386-2446.

For camping information, call FHL Moral Welfare and Recreation (MWR) at (831) 386-2605.

For access through FHL to the National Forest, call Law Enforcement Activity (LEA) at (831) 386-2526.

